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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on April 26, 2012. 

Mayor Mark F. Weber called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Weber led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPOINTMENT OF KARLA PLANK TO SERVE AS ACTING CLERK OF COUNCIL IN 

THE ABSENCE OF JAMIE K. EIFERT, CLERK OF COUNCIL 

4. ROLL CALL – Acting Clerk of Council Karla Plank  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilman Tom Adamec, Councilman Rick Bryan, 

Councilman Robert Buckman, Vice Mayor Lee Czerwonka, 

Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller, Councilman James Sumner, 

and Mayor Mark Weber 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Mark Vander Laan, Deputy 

Solicitor Bryan Pacheco, Assistant City Manager James 

Pfeffer, Parks & Recreation Director Chuck Funk, Public Works 

Director Gordon Perry, Fire Chief Rick Brown, Assistant to the 

City Manager Kelly Osler, Treasurer Sherry Poppe, 

Administrative Assistant Karla Plank, NE Suburban Life Jeanne 

Houck, Channel 19 Dave Culberth, and interested citizens 

5. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Mayor Weber appointed Kelly Osler to read the legislation (ordinances) in their entirety in the 

rear of Council Chambers.  

6. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to accept the agenda. A 

voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. APPOINTMENT OF KARLA PLANK TO SERVE AS ACTING CLERK OF COUNCIL IN 

THE ABSENCE OF JAMIE K. EIFERT, CLERK OF COUNCIL 

4. ROLL CALL – Acting Clerk of Council Karla Plank  

5. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of April 12, 2012 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council – Acting Clerk of Council Karla Plank 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies – Pilots’ Presentation  

c. Mayor’s Report – March 2012 – Honorable Mark F. Weber 

d. Financial Report – Motion to accept the report for March 2012 

9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson  
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1. Resolution No. 2012-3,  a resolution regarding the apportionment of 

funds related to the Local Government Revenue 

Assistance Fund  

2. Ordinance No. 2012-23,  transferring funds 

3. Ordinance No. 2012-24, authorizing acquisition of real estate on 

Malsbary Road 

b. Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2012-4,  approving the update of the Solid Waste 

Management Plan of the Hamilton County Solid 

Waste Management District 

2. Ordinance No. 2012-25, authorizing agreement with Hamilton County 

regarding improvements to Kenwood Road from 

Cooper Road to Catalpa Creek Drive 

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Adamec seconded to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of April 12, 2012.  A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 

Motion carried. 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

The City received a notice from the Ohio Division of Liquor Control for a Transfer of Stocks 

(Permit No. 88200480025) for Thomas & King, Inc. d/b/a Applebees at 10635 Techwoods 

Circle.  The transfer is a requirement of the Ohio Division of Liquor Control to report any 

changes of Corporate Stock Ownership.  The Police Department has reviewed the stock 

transfers and had no objections.  There were no objections by Council.  

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

Presentation of proponents from the continued operations of the Blue Ash Airport.  Scott 

Ready, President of LSI Industries; Scott Meyer; Ralph Hill, representative of Greenwood 

Municipal Airport in Indiana; and Bob Ready gave the following presentation.   
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Mr. Scott Ready thanked Council for the time that has been given and certainly appreciates 

the effort that has taken place over the last few years in trying to develop a solution to the 

challenges that are faced with the Blue Ash Airport.  Mr. Ready feels that the City of Blue 

Ash has benefitted from the Blue Ash Airport for many years.  The growth of Blue Ash, in a 

small way, has been attributed to the interest the businesses have had in this community 

and the transportation in general resources.  Mr. Ready is interested in how we keep our 

companies growing and how from a resource standpoint, make it better.  Blue Ash has been 

exemplary in the way of its vision in leadership and also understands the challenges in its 

strategies.  He feels the strategy that has been pursued by the City of Blue Ash has been the 

wrong strategy.  The proponents of the Blue Ash Airport understand that there is value in the 

Airport and prefers that it remain.  City of Blue Ash should move into the position of 

leadership with the asset of the Airport and feels things can change and move forward.  It is 

understood that the Airport is not to be a tremendous burden on the City of Blue Ash.  The 

presentation portrays a path to continue to move the City of Blue Ash forward which comes 

from their research and many hours of meeting with various resources.   

The presentation is based on the facts as they know them and have done their best in doing 

their due diligence.  The growth of the community is tied to the growth of businesses.  LSI 

Industries has been with the City of Blue Ash for their entire history and has contributed over 

the years $6.2 million in taxes.   

Scott Meyer presented that the issue at hand and in accordance with Federal statute, the 

City of Cincinnati has already taken $5 million from the City of Blue Ash and will receive 

another $32 million over the next 25 years.  As Federal law states, the money must remain in 

the airport system.  From the City of Cincinnati’s perspective, it can either be spent at the 

Blue Ash Airport or at Lunken Airport.  The law, USC 47133, indicates “the airport revenue 

must indeed remain within the airport system.”  Air-21 is the exception to that law and states: 

“if the City of Blue Ash becomes the Airport sponsor and, if the City of Blue Ash agrees to 

maintain that Airport for the next 20 years, then the City of Cincinnati can spend the money 

on anything they want.”  This means activating Air 21 is in fact worth $37.5 million to the City 

of Cincinnati and Blue Ash is in an exceptional negotiating position and Cincinnati knows it.  

If the City of Cincinnati were to close the Airport, it would no longer be eligible for federal 

funding.  Without the aid of FAA funding, it would be very difficult or impossible for any 

entity, private or governmental to operate the Airport.  The Blue Ash Airport has been used 

by businesses for decades and a 3,500 foot runway is viable for business.  Mr. Meyer 

indicated that the FAA is difficult to deal with but feels they are not impossible and an outside 

agency can effectively work with the FAA to secure funding.  The FAA is currently 

investigating the City of Cincinnati for possible misappropriation of funds and violating the 

USC 47133.  The FAA provided a detail report of the past 25 years of FAA funding.  Mr. 

Meyer feels that the City of Cincinnati made a decision a long time ago that they were not 

going to secure any additional FAA funding and the City of Cincinnati could have been 

eligible for $150,000 per year which can be rolled over for three years.  Currently, there 

would be $450,000 of fund available for the Blue Ash Airport from the FAA.  There has been 

no funding to the Blue Ash Airport since 1983 which explains partially why the airport is in its 

condition.  The Blue Ash Airport is relevant to the business community and feels that with 

proper marketing and a minimal reconfiguration, the Blue Ash Airport could be even more 

attractive to the City of Blue Ash and even compliment the Airport Park.  The Blue Ash 

Airport is a business and there are many examples of profitable aviation businesses.   

Ralph Hill, Greenwood Municipal Airport in Indiana, indicated that the Greenwood Municipal 

Airport is comparable to the Blue Ash Airport as in size and opportunities.  In the 1980s, it 

was important to the future development of Greenwood which was directed towards a 

healthy airport.  There are no tax revenues that go toward sustaining the budget of the 

Greenwood Airport.  It has to be self-sustaining and has to be based on fuel flow, hanger 

rentals and land rentals.  The Greenwood Airport is inviting and creates a safe environment 

for families and businesses.  There is a flight school which provides funds on an ongoing 

basis and corporate clientele that are doing business and who are bringing business to the 

city.  If it were not for an airport in Greenwood, corporate business would not consider 

Greenwood as a place to come.  Mr. Hill feels that it is possible to run a profitable airport 
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without undue expenses to a city budget.  The FAA is complicated to deal with; however, 

Greenwood has an engineer that is designated to deal with the FAA.  Mr. Hill welcomed 

Council to visit the Greenwood Municipal Airport.   

Mr. Scott Ready feels that running an airport business is relatively simple compared to what 

most do on a day-to-day business.  A plan that was introduced to the City of Cincinnati in the 

late 1990s was based on putting the right kind of business plan together and putting a 

business approach to running an airport and paying attention to revenue, taxes, services, 

and marketing.  The relocation can be simple by putting one specific operation on the 

southwest end of the airport with close proximity to the runway.  Mr. Ready feels Blue Ash 

should negotiate the purchase of the 98 acres from the City of Cincinnati leveraging Air-21 to 

get acceptable pricing terms.  Blue Ash has proved that they are successful in negotiating 

with the City of Cincinnati on favorable terms.  He indicated that the City of Cincinnati is 

essentially financing the Airport Park and have allowed the City of Blue Ash to buy 130-acres 

over a long extended period of time so that Blue Ash doesn’t have the annual burden.  The 

Airport may cost the City of Blue Ash $3M, $5, or $7M but it is unknown until the City of Blue 

Ash reaches out and asks the City of Cincinnati.  He feels the Blue Ash Airport can continue 

to utilize its existing structure and operations while working with the FAA to obtain grants to 

resurface the runway and relocate taxiway access which could take 9-12 months.  The key 

to the plan is the private-public sector.  The Airport has been neglected and does not have a 

good marketing plan. The private industry was reluctant to spend any money because the 

sponsor was not interested in the Airport succeeding.  There has been no growth in revenue 

which isn’t going to sustain the airport without tax burdens to the City of Blue Ash.  Mr. 

Ready feels the City of Cincinnati didn’t manage the airport well, they didn’t know how to 

collect rent, and they didn’t know how to manage their fuel flow taxes because they did not 

want to see the Blue Ash Airport to succeed.  Mr. Ready provided his view of the 

reconfiguration and development of the Blue Ash Airport and feels it can be redeveloped for 

less than $2 million and indicated that the City of Blue Ash would be willing to spend $2 

million for its relocation.   

Mr. Bob Ready indicated that the motivation toward the Blue Ash Airport is not emotional.  

His business believes in Blue Ash and has invested heavily in the City of Blue Ash.  The 

Airport has been the number one reason for the growth of his company.  He came to the City 

of Blue Ash 35 years ago to a community that didn’t have anything.  The reason he moved 

his business to Blue Ash was because of Interstate 71, 75, 275 and the Blue Ash Airport – 

transportation, employees and business opportunities.  His visions were that his company 

would own a corporate aircraft and fly customers in and taxi them into their facility.  If the 

City loses the Blue Ash Airport facility, it is going to hurt their business.  There are many 

corporations that use the Airport and Blue Ash has benefitted from that.  In 1999, he had an 

idea for a WWII Memorial and for those that made the ultimate sacrifice.  Mr. Ready feels it 

would be an opportunity that no one in the United States has.  His thought for the memorial 

would be to use it as an education center, to take a B-17 and make it the focal point of the 

memorial.  We are fortunate to have “My Gal Sal” which was the only surviving combat B-17 

with all the original equipment centered in the City of Blue Ash.  The idea was to have a 

corporate hangar, revitalization of the airport, and a memorial.  The Airport Park was a great 

idea.  The capability of the Air Park should be used as part of the business plan as well as 

an attraction and education center.  Blue Ash has a tremendous transportation network in 

place, continued growth opportunity, and an airport that can utilize a whole different 

dimension.  We need to work together and develop a committee to approach these different 

challenges.  Mr. Ready is willing to chair the committee.  Mr. Ready asks that Council be a 

part of a development process to keep that vision alive.  Business activity permits business 

growth, business growth creates strong taxes.  There are approximately 13,000 residents in 

the City of Blue Ash and approximately 70,000 to 80,000 business residents.  In 2005, the 

City asked the businesses to get behind an opportunity to increase the payroll tax base by 

1/4% which Mr. Ready supported.  The reason for the increase of the tax was to build the 

Rec Center, the Cooper Creek Event Center, and then it was assumed that we were going to 

bring the Airport into play.  There are a number of businesses that utilize the Blue Ash 

Airport and create growth for the hotels and restaurants.  If the City of Blue Ash lets the 

Airport go, it is gone.  The aviation world has changed.  The general aviation industry has 
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changed and there is whole new evolution of smaller airplanes to move people to different 

business operations and to bring customers into Blue Ash.  This opportunity only happens 

once and it will be lost if we don’t come together and move forward.   

Mayor Mark Weber gave his appreciation to the presentation and Council will take it under 

consideration. 

c. Mayor's Report – March 2012 

RECEIPTS: 

 Fines ....................................................................................................................................... $  18,808.54 

 Vendors/Solicitor’s Permits ..................................................................................................................... $0 

 Bonds carried over .................................................................................................................................. $0 

 Bonds collected ....................................................................................................................................... $0 

 Bonds applied ......................................................................................................................................... $0 

 Restitution Payment collected ................................................................................................................. $0 

TOTAL RECEIPTS: ..........................................................................................................................................  $18,808.54 
 
DISBURSEMENTS: 

To Blue Ash 

  Fines/costs/Expungements/forfeitures/NSF check charges, vendor permits) ............................. $  12,120.97 

To the State of OH: 

  Victims of Crime ................................................................................................................................ $1,377.00 

  General Rev Fund ............................................................................................ now included in 2b on SC form 

 Expungements ................................................................................................................................................. $0 

  Indigent Defense Support fund ......................................................................................................... $3,815.00 

  Drug Law Enforcement Fund ............................................................................................................... $528.50 

  Justice Program Service Fund 

  Indigent Driver’s Alcohol Trtm’t Fund ................................................................................................... $226.50 

  Seat Belts ............................................................................................................................................. $465.00 

Refund of overpaid fines ............................................................................................................................... $45.00 

Bond Money applied ............................................................................................................................................. $0 

Bond Money returned .................................................................................................................................. $0 

Restitution payment ............................................................................................................................ $230.57 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS ..............................................................................................................................  $18,808.54 

 

BALANCE IN BONDS: ..............................................................................................................................................  ...... $200.00 

Mayor’s Court traffic citations .............................................................................................................................183 

Mayor’s Court criminal citations ..................................................................................................................  16 

Total Mayor’s Court cases  ........................................................................................................................ 199 

October rev. from Mayor’s Ct. Cases: ............................................................................................ $12,120.97 

d. Financial Report – March 2012 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to accept the Financial 

Report for March 2012 as submitted. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted 

yes. Motion carried. 

CITY OF BLUE ASH FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT- MONTH ENDING MARCH 31, 2012 

MONTH TO DATE 2011 2012 
START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE: 
3-1-12 

 $33,605,347.12  $33,813,867.10 

Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: 2,648,789.88  2,683,991.87  
 Debt Financing (long term) 0  0  
 Debt Financing (short term) 0  0  
 Other Revenue Received: 336,358.68  534,349.93  
 = Total Monthly Receipts  2,985,148.56  3,218,341.80 
Expenditures:     
 Long Term debt retirement 0  0  
 Short term debt refinancing 0  0  
 Other Expenditures: 2,633,298.51  2,612,834.66  
 = Total Monthly Expenditures:  -2,633,298.51  -2,612,834.66 
END OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:  
3-31-12 

 33,957,197.17  34,419,374.24 
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YEAR TO DATE 2011 2012 
START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE: 
3-1-12 

 33,676,246.12  33,264,957.20 

Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: 7,750,751.06  8,172,510.77  
 Debt Financing (long term)   0  
 Debt Financing (short term) 0  0  
 Other Revenue Received: 1,239,981.84  1,785,717.60  

 = Total YTD Receipts  8,990,732.90  9,958,228.37 
Expenditures:     
 Long term debt retirement 126,320.48  126,320.48  
 Short term debt refinancing 0  0  
 Other Expenditures: 8,583,461.37  8,677,490.85  
 = Total YTD Expenditures:  -8,709,781.85  -8,803,811.33 

YEAR-TO-DATE FUND BALANCE:   33,957,197.17  34,419,374.24 

100% of the fund balance was invested as of 3/31/12. Interest paid to date on matured investments: $2,221.24. Receipt and 

expenditure figures do not include interfund transfers. 

BLUE ASH INCOME TAX DIV. INCOME TAX RECEIPT SUMMARY - MONTH ENDING MARCH 31, 2012 
MONTH-TO-DATE STATUS 2011 2012 
 Business Net Profit 559,032.59  353,091.79  
 Resident Net Profit 69,614.71  62,530.13  
 Non-Resident Net Profit 10,930.16  11,593.77  
 Subcontractor Net Profit 3,078.07  7,257.59  

 Net Profit Total  642,655.53  434,473.28 
 Withholding 1,989,978.39  2,228,060.86  
 Subcontractor Withholding 16,155.96  21,457.73  

 Withholding Total  2,006,134.35  2,249,518.59 

 Monthly Collection Totals  2,648,789.88  2,683,991.87 
(1.33%) 

     
YEAR TO DATE STATUS     
 Business Net Profit 1,225,011.09  1,178,291.03  
 Resident Net Profit 186,961.83  178,081.46  
 Non-Resident Net Profit 38,704.33  38,356.73  
 Subcontractor Net Profit 7,563.79  10,091.12  
 Net Profit Total  1,458,241.04  1,404,820.34 

 Withholding 6,157,018.38  6,634,966.07  
 Subcontractor Withholding 135,491.64  132,724.36  
 Withholding Total  6,292,510.02  6,767,690.43 
 YTD Collection Totals  7,750,751.06  8,172,510.77 

(5.44%) 

 YTD Refund Totals  235,601.05  298,862.03 

 
9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Tom Consbruck, 10309 Stablehand Drive, is a private pilot and currently flies out of the Blue 

Ash Airport.  He and his family transferred to Cincinnati for his job at P&G last year.  In 

looking for a home, the Blue Ash airport played an important factor in where his family would 

reside.  The airport is a unique general aviation airport and its proximity of both businesses 

and residential neighborhoods facilitates an ability to serve both extremely well.  Very few 

airports can claim this and considers the Blue Ash Airport to be a diamond in the rough.  The 

City of Cincinnati has neglected to care for this diamond so to many casual observers, it 

looks like a rough stone. General aviation airports have served our nation in many more 

ways than most people realize.  During WWII, many pilots trained at these small airports for 

the military.  Aviation superiority played a major role in our winning the WWII both in the 

European and Pacific theatres as well as more recent conflicts in the Middle East.  It is safe 

to say that the security of our great Country depends a lot on our Nation’s leadership in 

aviation.  With the military turning out far fewer pilots today, general aviation has become a 

primary source of commercial airline pilots.  The Air Force has 67% fewer pilots today than it 

did in 1970.  In the past ten years, 60% of our commercial pilots received their initial training 

as private pilots and not in the military.  Now more than ever, it starts with a kid watching an 

airplane fly over his back yard and looking up and saying that someday they will become a 



 BLUE ASH CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
                    April 26, 2012 

 

 

 

Page 8 

 

pilot.  Aviation has paved the road for U.S. superiority in space exploration.  It spawned 

technological advantages which fueled the industrial and economic strength our nation 

enjoys today not to mention the impact on job creation.  Without aviation and small airports 

such as Blue Ash, where would our nation be?  Today, general aviation airports are under 

siege.  An average of one airport closes every week across the U.S.  Once an airport closes, 

it is virtually impossible to reopen.  It would be a shame to lose another airport in the very 

state where it all began for the Wright Brothers.  Blue Ash has plans to build a park on a 

portion of the Blue Ash Airport property.  The last Council meeting there was a discussion of 

the need to get on with developing a theme for the park.  With just a little creativity, this park 

could easily co-exist with a functioning air strip.  One possible park theme might include a 

historical significance that Blue Ash has had as one of the oldest air strips in the Cincinnati 

area.  The vision of an observation area in the park where people can watch the airplanes 

take off and land and fuel the dreams of our young people to pursue their passions.  

Restaurants with an aviation theme – it is not hard to think of synergies between a public 

park and a functioning airport.  The City of Cincinnati has no interest in keeping the Blue Ash 

Airport open which shows a lack of vision on the part of the Cincinnati.  Cincinnati is 

concerned with important matters such as street car projects and museums that lack funds 

to stay open.  For Blue Ash City Council to overlook this diamond, in its very own backyard, 

is another matter entirely.  City Council has been entrusted with the responsibility to create 

vision for the future of Blue Ash and balancing a healthy business environment with a 

community that people want to live in.  It takes courage and vision to see the full potential of 

this little Airport right in the middle of this wonderful community.  It is asked that Council look 

beyond the excuses being put forward, step up and see the rare and unique potential this 

Airport provides for the community of Blue Ash.  Be open minded on how this rough stone 

can be cut into the most brilliant diamond that will serve most business needs and also 

enhance the planned park by accentuating the historical heritage and Blue Ash’s part in our 

nations aviation history. 

Dylan Consbruck, 10309 Stablehans Drive, is a student at Sycamore High School and is a 

Second Lieutenant in the Civil Air Patrol as a cadet of the Blue Ash Jet Squadron.  Through 

the past three years in the Civil Air Patrol, he has seen first-hand the vital role the small 

aviation airports play in the operation in search and rescue missions allowing considerable 

decrease in response times.  Also, flying in civil air patrols and gliders, it inspired him to take 

flight lessons.  The Blue Ash Airport has made it possible for him to pursue his pilot’s 

license.  Because of the Blue Ash Airport, he is on his way to achieving one of his dreams of 

being in the Air Force Academy or to a career in commercial aviation.  Blue Ash Airport has 

been vital in providing a convenient pathway to future goals as it primarily specializes in flight 

training.  If there is any way the City Council can be proactive in the preservation of the Blue 

Ash Airport, the general aviation community, Civil Air Patrol and, the citizens of Blue Ash, 

would be greatly appreciated. 

Steve Pollack, 8011 Deershadow Lane, indicated that when moving to their home, one of 

their concerns was because of its proximity to the airport.  He began a business in Blue Ash 

called PC On-Call and serves Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleveland, Atlanta, St. Louis, 

Indianapolis, and Detroit.  He served the business from the Blue Ash Airport with a twin 

engine airplane that he flew to all the cities.  His business would not have been able to grow 

way it has without the Blue Ash Airport.  He requests City Council to make a no-cost, long-

term investment in this great asset. 

Bill Peck, 4546 Victor, when he became a citizen of Blue Ash in the 1950s, the City did not 

want the international airport.  But since Blue Ash has been incorporated as a town, village 

and now a city, it has been known for its progressive ideas.  Mr. Peck is not a pilot, but feels 

it would be a shame to let the Blue Ash Airport pass by and not be developed as an airport 

which is an asset to the City.   

Martha Lunken, 1350 Herlin Place, and has flown out of the Blue Ash Airport for 50 years.  

The Blue Ash Airport is a historical treasure.  The Airport is almost 100 years old.  What the 

airport offers the community and children is from a poem that was written by Gil Rob Wilson, 

“I ask not for shaft or stone to mark the spot but this I mark when men do what they can with 

what they have at hand a field by the side of the road became a promise land and the 
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springing turf of the green meadow sod catapult from which he leaves to touch the face of 

God.”  

Andrew Snyder, 1128 Beech Avenue, in the 1950s, his parents bought a small general 

aviation airport which was described as the laughing stock of the aviation community.  A 

place no one would want to have plane based.  It was an embarrassment.  But within a few 

short years and far less resources, it moved forward with very few assets, virtually no 

government subsidies and within a few years there were over 100 aircraft based there, a 

waiting list for hangars, fuel sales, repair shop, body shop, radio shop, flight instruction which 

was all based on competent leadership, confident people within the aviation community and 

being able to know how to take the airport and continue to move it forward.  Mr. Snyder feels 

Blue Ash has an even bigger opportunity and has been known throughout the tri-state and 

region as a power house of corporations and businesses.  Why fly into surrounding areas 

when they could fly into Blue Ash?  Blue Ash has the ability to make the Blue Ash Airport to 

be a better future for the region. 

Michael Holder, 4843 Laurel Avenue felt that City Council did not look inspired.  Mr. Holder is 

a filmmaker and is making a short film documentary of the closing of the Blue Ash Airport.  

The City is spending the taxpayer’s money on Rec Centers and golf clubhouses which he 

doesn’t utilize but when he heard of an “Air Park” with a B-17 that everyone can walk around 

and see planes flying around – that was inspiring to him.  He feels Council needs to step 

back and be inspired about the “Miracle of Flight”, the history – it is not just WWII, it is 

history.  There is an argument about a business plan to keep the airport open but there has 

to more than that.  If you put another vote in front of the citizens of Blue Ash, it seems to be 

the only way to ask the taxpayers for more money which he realizes is something Council 

does not like to do.  There is a lot of passion for the Blue Ash Airport and he would like to 

see a creative way to make this work. 

Mike Rust, owner of Cuni, Rust & Strenk, 4540 Cooper Road spoke.  The reason his 

company is Blue Ash is because of the Airport.  He can fly out of the Airport to attend 

meetings with clients in Cleveland, etc. and is able to be back to his office the same day.  He 

asks that Council make their best effort to keep the airport open.   

Name and address inaudible – moved to Blue Ash because of the airport which was formed 

in 1922 which he believes was the first airport in Ohio.  It was an airmail airport when airmail 

came to be for the whole Cincinnati region.  He had his first airplane ride at the Blue Ash 

Airport in 1933 (provided Council with a photograph).  In 1946, he learned how to fly out of 

the Blue Ash Airport at 15 years old.  He flew solo on the morning of his 16
th
 birthday to 

receive his student pilot’s license and got his driver’s license that afternoon.  He has been a 

licensed pilot longer than he has been a driver.  He doesn’t like to see the changes in the 

Blue Ash Airport and the possibility of losing it.  He was in the Air Force for two years and 

bought a civilian airplane while he was in the Air Force.  When he returned to Cincinnati, he 

was able to move his airplane to the Blue Ash Airport.  The Airport is very important to him 

and encourages Council to keep the Blue Ash Airport. 

Rob Reider, 8819 Cassidy Lane, began flying at the Blue Ash Airport in 1981 and received 

his private pilot’s license in 1982.  He has seen a lot of small airports such as Blue Ash that 

have turned around to become very viable airports because they made a commitment to 

expand its operations.  He hopes that Blue Ash can do the same thing.  He asks Council to 

see the vision of the Airport and not just the difficulties with the City of Cincinnati. 

Tom Sperber, 11224 Huntwicke Place, was born and raised in Cincinnati and over the years, 

has watched Blue Ash develop and be looked upon as the place to live.  Mr. Sperber 

indicated that the easiest thing for Council to do is to see the Blue Ash Airport die.  He feels 

that way no one could blame Council and the blame can be placed upon City of Cincinnati 

but that is not the right thing to do.   

Peter Nord, Kenridge Lake.  At the last Council meeting at Cooper Creek Event Center, he 

mentioned to the Mayor that the City lacked communication skills.  The Mayor asked why his 

neighbors were not in attendance at the Council meeting.  The people representing the Blue 

Ash Airport need to come to each Council meeting and not give up.  Vice Mayor Czerwonka 
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and Councilman Tom Adamec are Council members at-large.  The other five Council 

members belong to the neighborhood in which you live and encouraged then to talk to 

Council.  If you come back to the next Council meeting, there is a good chance that they will 

listen.  The Airport Park has plans to put a big tower to watch the airplanes take off and land. 

 If there is no airport, there is no reason to have that tower, so we need to put a stone where 

the tower was going to go and put the names of the Council members who didn’t have the 

courage to save the airport. 

Jan Jansen doesn’t live in the Blue Ash and doesn’t fly out of the Blue Ash airport but has a 

lot of ties to Blue Ash.  His father started a flying club at the Blue Ash Airport in the 1940s.  

Mr. Jansen flies out of the Butler County Airport and encourages Council to look at that 

airport and see what can be done in Blue Ash.  Butler County has a lot of corporate traffic 

and is a very busy airport.  They sell a lot of fuel, they have a repair shop and it is really 

thriving.   

Debra Snyder, 1128 Beech Avenue, commented that she has no affiliation with the Blue Ash 

Airport; however, she does have a background in general aviation.  She has heard a lot of 

emotional pleas to keep the Airport but knows that is not what is going to keep it open.  Ms. 

Snyder owned and operated an FBO in Dayton, Ohio, which had no government assistance, 

and she was able to make it into a viable and thriving airport.  Cincinnati State has done the 

same with Harrison, who are building hangars and it is a viable airport.  The Hamilton Airport 

is now viable and thriving.  There are things that can be done in an FBO situation that can 

make airports a thriving business, that can make money and be sustainable even in this 

economy.  

Clem Saalfeld, 25 Camargo Canyon, currently has an airplane at the Blue Ash Airport.  One 

of things on display in tonight’s presentation was the federal monies that have been 

expended on airports in and around this area. The Blue Ash Airport has received less than a 

half million dollars in federal money over the last 20 years where other airports received $17-

18 million in federal money.  He feels the reason for that is because the City of Cincinnati 

has purposefully and actively conspired to kill the Blue Ash Airport.  Cincinnati does not want 

the Airport; they don’t want the business people coming to Blue Ash and, instead, wants 

them to go to the City of Cincinnati. The City of Cincinnati, in Mr. Saalfeld’s opinion, has 

actively conspired to kill the Blue Ash Airport and Council should not let them get away with it 

and support the airport and teach Cincinnati a lesson.  

Joe Raterman, 45 Carpenters Run, asked the Mayor if he could ask for a show of hands of 

those who are residents living in Blue Ash and who is a taxpayer to the City of Blue Ash.   

Mayor Weber allowed Mr. Raterman to ask the audience the questions. 

Bob Morris, 9489 Southgate, is a member of the executive committee for the Aerospace 

Industry Association.  One of the things that the Aerospace Industry Association is promoting 

is a campaign called “Second to None” and says, “we will be the continued leader of 

aerospace for the world.”  Part of the reason Mr. Morris moved to Blue Ash is because he 

feels it can be second to none and Council needs to keep it that way.  The Airport is 

fundamental to the community and it needs to be maintained.  He feels the City of Blue Ash 

has the wherewithal to do it.   

Tom Hortel, 5492 Kenridge Drive, and enjoys watching from his property the take offs and 

landings of the airplanes at the Blue Ash Airport.  Some may think that it is annoying but he 

doesn’t feel that way.  He feels that Council has transformed the City of Blue Ash into a 

place to be.  He feels the Blue Ash Airport is a legacy that has defined the community and 

would hate to see that legacy go away.  Mr. Hortel pleaded with Council to save the Blue Ash 

Airport and feels it is what defines Blue Ash.   

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 8:32 PM. 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

“Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 

agenda items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the April 26
th
 Council agenda.  
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10.a.1. Resolution No. 2012-3 – apportionment of funds related to the Local 

Government Revenue Assistance Fund 

Prior to 1988, funds collected by the State of Ohio and routed to Hamilton County for the 

benefit of local governments were distributed to the City of Cincinnati, Hamilton County, 

townships, and suburban municipalities based upon a statutory formula contained within the 

Ohio Revised Code (ORC). That formula employed input from the annually required Tax 

Budget that every entity had to submit to the Hamilton County Budget Commission in July. 

The Tax Budget was used to assess the level of “financial need” of each entity relative to 

every other participant in the formula. As there was substantial revenue to be gained through 

the “overstatement” of need there were many challenges, delays, and other difficulties 

experienced in the process. The City of Blue Ash fared well as certain portions of the ORC 

allocation factors were based upon strengths possessed by the City, such as a strong 

assessed valuation, a willingness of citizens to impose a tax upon themselves to meet their 

own needs (i.e., the City’s earnings tax), and other factors. 

In 1988, a committee was formed to consider the adoption of an alternative formula to that 

imposed by the ORC. The adoption of an alternative formula, by Code, required approval of 

the largest city in the County (i.e., the City of Cincinnati), the County, and a majority of the 

remaining cities, townships, and villages. Blue Ash was a direct participant in that effort in 

the late 1980s, and the group did adopt an alternative formula in 1988, with the first 

expiration in 1996. Council renewed that alternative formula via passage of Resolution No. 

2004-4 in January 2004 (covering years 2005 to 2012).  The Hamilton County Budget 

Commission recently forwarded a letter to the City of Blue Ash (and all other townships, 

villages, and municipal entities within Hamilton County) advising that it was time to renew the 

majority’s acceptance of the alternative formula.  

Without question, the City of Blue Ash, and a number of other municipalities, fared extremely 

well under the old statutory formula, and it would be best for Blue Ash if the alternative 

formula was not renewed. Unfortunately, the alternative formula is financially beneficial to 

almost all other municipal entities in Hamilton County, and thus there is no question that the 

alternative formula will be approved for the next eight-year time frame. The factors that are 

utilized in the alternative formula are Census population, the number of lane miles of 

roadways within the entity, and assessed valuation. The funding directed to Blue Ash under 

the new formula is but a fraction of the revenue that would be received under the statutory 

formula.  Given what the State of Ohio has done as to the funding levels of the Local 

Government Fund, this entire process may be academic; however, we must comply or risk 

losing all funds.   

The Administration’s recommendation for approval is based upon a “damage control” 

scenario, as a reopening of the discussions for an alternative formula might further erode the 

City’s level of collections. 

Please address questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer. 

10.a.2. Ordinance No. 2012-23 – transferring funds  

An ordinance transferring funds, thus modifying the original budgetary allocations for 2012, 

is necessary at this time.  

The primary motivation for this transfer involves the provision of funding in anticipation of 

City Councils’ favorable consideration of Ordinance No. 2012-24 relating to the purchase of 

Malsbary Road real estate.  As indicated on the attachment, additional expenditure 

appropriation of $1,050,000 is requested in the general government property acquisition or 

real estate account to supplement the existing real estate appropriation in the economic 

development area of $500,000 to provide the necessary funding to acquire this property.   

Please address any questions regarding this ordinance to the Treasurer. 

10.a.3. Ordinance No. 2012-24 – authorizing acquisition of real estate on Malsbary 

Road 

A short time ago, there were discussions during an economic development planning session 
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as to the availability of vacant warehouse property, representing just over five acres located 

at 4699 Malsbary Road.  Although further analysis of the property revealed that it was not a 

reasonable solution to the firm seeking to find new space within Blue Ash, further discussion 

between Economic Community Development Director, Judy Clark, Assistant Economic 

Community Development Director, Dan Johnson, Assistant to the City Manager, Kelly Osler, 

and Public Works Director, Gordon Perry, resulted in a consensus that if the property could 

be acquired at a very reasonable price, that there could be a long-term benefit to the City. 

Following discussion with the City Manager as to those benefits, the listing broker was 

contacted, and a framework of an offer was presented (subject to the customary 

contingencies and approval by City Council) that would permit the purchase of the property 

for $1.55 million as compared to the listing price of $2.1 million.  The property has been 

vacant for some time, is located at the very end of the existing Malsbary Road, has been in 

the name of the same owner since its construction in 1980, and would represent a longer 

term asset for the City in the economic development potential for the Malsbary corridor and 

the enhancement of transportation connectivity as well. 

The Administration is recommending City Councils’ favorable consideration of this ordinance, 

so that the City Solicitor’s office may move forward with the preparation of a purchase 

agreement and so that the various contingencies, including title search and environmental 

review, can proceed ahead before closing.   

Please address any questions regarding this ordinance to the Assistant City Manager. 

10.b.1. Resolution No. 2012-4 – approving the update of the Solid Waste Management 

Plan of the Hamilton County Solid Waste Management District  

The Hamilton County Solid Waste Management District has updated its Solid Waste 

Management Plan. Each political subdivision in Hamilton County is being asked to pass a 

resolution approving the plan within 90 days of March 15, 2012. 

In order for the plan update to be considered ratified, it must be approved by the Board of 

County Commissioners and by municipalities and townships representing at least 60% of the 

population of the county. 

As detailed in the plan summary included in packets, the update is similar to past versions of 

the plan with some notable exceptions. These include: 

 Residential Recycling Incentive Program – The District will continue to provide 

grant funding to communities to offset recycling collection costs through the 

Residential Recycling Incentive Program.  The District will evaluate increasing the 

number of tiers for grant funding.  This will reward any incentivize recycling programs 

that exceed 25% recycling rates. 

 Household Hazardous Waste – The District will continue its semi-permanent 

household hazardous waste drop-off program.  The District will investigate the 

feasibility of developing a conditionally exempt small quantity generator program for 

businesses.  

 Advertising/Outreach – The District will commit to continue and expand its public 

outreach through the development of annual marketing plans to increase recycling 

throughout Hamilton County.  The District will also commit to additional advertising 

and promotion of its programs. 

 Yard Trimmings – The District will analyze a funding mechanism for political 

jurisdictions that provide separate yard trimmings collection programs for residents in 

an effort to encourage communities to maintain these programs.  There may be 

years when grant dollars are not available for this program, depending on prior year’s 

revenues and expenditures.   

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Public Works Director. 

10.b.2. Ordinance No. 2012-25 – authorizing agreement with Hamilton County 

regarding improvements to Kenwood Road from Cooper Road to Catalpa Creek Drive  
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The Municipal Road Fund (MRF) Program is administered by the Hamilton County Engineer 

to assist County jurisdictions with various types of road work throughout Hamilton 

County. The MRF Program is funded from the sale of license plates within the 

county. Jurisdictions submit projects for consideration and the County Engineer makes 

recommendations to the Hamilton County Board of Commissioners for consideration and 

approval of various projects. 

The City of Blue Ash requested MRF funding to assist with the improvement of Kenwood 

Road from Cooper Road to Catalpa Creek Drive.  This work will include the replacement of 

damaged and deteriorating concrete curb.  This work will be completed during the 2012 

paving program. The City of Blue Ash requested $65,000 in MRF funds; however, not all 

projects could be fully funded and our request was approved for $50,000. The Agreement 

with Hamilton County authorizes the County to provide the funds when the City is ready to 

start the project.   

Please direct any questions regarding this ordinance to the Public Works Director.” 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2012-3 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-3 

AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF AN ALTERNATIVE 
METHOD OF APPORTIONING THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
FUND 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2012-3.  

Assistant City Manager James Pfeffer provided more details regarding the Local 

Government Fund which was established in the early 1970s.  The State of Ohio established 

the income tax, the recognized that it has an impact on local communities and the local 

revenue.  The State created a mechanism called the Local Government Fund in which they 

collect the money locally from the sales tax, financial institution tax and from some of the 

earnings tax and return that to the communities in which it was generated.  The State 

returned it to each of the counties to be distributed according to a formula that was built into 

the Code.  That formula rewarded the communities that actually generated the revenue that 

had high assessed evaluation, business presence, and those that had an earning tax voted 

by the people.  At that time, there wasn’t a tremendous amount of money.  Over the next 20 

years, there was great competition for those funds.  In 1988, a mechanism existed in the 

Code which allowed the counties to not rely upon the statutory formula for distributing money 

which benefitted Blue Ash, Indian Hill, Norwood, St. Bernard, etc. because our factors were 

the ones that generated the money so the City received more money.  As a result, the other 

communities, entities, townships and villages in Hamilton County got together and were able 

to secure from the County and effectively put into place, by majority vote, an alternative 

distribution mechanism which basically spread the wealth.  The nine entities lost most of 

their money and everyone else benefited.  The Committee was successful in establishing a 

floor so that the City would receive no less than what was received the year before.  The City 

protected what they had but did not share in the growth in the upcoming years.  The 

townships and other entities prospered greatly from the growth in that fund.  It was reviewed 

again in 1995 and, in each instance, the floor was readjusted.  At this time, we had the 

opportunity or the need to vote on continuing this formula that has been in place since 1988. 

 One may say that is unnecessary as the State Governor has decided to take local 

government funds away from local government and use them to balance their budget at the 

State level.  There is a possibility of that being reversed in the future administrations so the 

City does need to consider this.  If the fund continues to drop, the City needs to have this in 

place because it works in both directions.  It decides what happens if funds go up and it 

decides what happens when the funding levels drop which is what we are experiencing in 

our budget with Blue Ash and other entities.  This preserves our floor of about $500,000 to 

$530,000 assuming regular funding.  If funding drops, everyone will drop an equivalent 

amount so the City will be protected.  Many entities and townships received nothing, were 
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getting $800,000 and they become heavily dependent upon the Local Government Fund.  

Mr. Pfeffer recommends favorable consideration of the Resolution.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Stoller, Sumner, 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 

Resolution No. 2012-3 passed. 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-23 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-23 

  PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS AND 

AMENDMENTS WITHIN THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-5 FOR THE YEAR 2012 (AS SHOWN 

ON ATTACHMENT); AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-23.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Buckman, Czerwonka, 

Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance No. 

2012-23 passed. 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-24 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-24 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AND 
ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF REAL 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4699 MALSBARY ROAD 
CONSISTING OF AN APPROXIMATE 5.08 ACRE PARCEL, 
ALSO REFERRED TO AS PARCEL 0120 OF PAGE 0120, BOOK 
612 OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY AUDITOR'S OFFICE 
RECORDS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Adamec seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-24.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, 

Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance No. 

2012-24 passed. 

b. Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

Councilman Adamec asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2012-4 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-4 

APPROVING THE UPDATE OF THE SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY SOLID 
WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2012-

4.   



 BLUE ASH CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
                    April 26, 2012 

 

 

 

Page 15 

 

Public Works Director Gordon Perry explained that Hamilton County Solid Waste District has 

updated its current plan.  It continues with a lot of the existing programs currently in place 

that the City of Blue Ash takes advantage of, one being the recycling incentive which Blue 

Ash receives money back for its recycling efforts.  The others are household waste 

programs.  They have a semi-permanent household waste program and will also use some 

of the other programs in the district such as trying to keep yard trimmings separate from the 

regular waste cycle.  There are is no issues that will affect the City negatively and supports 

the continuing use of the existing programs.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Bryan, Stoller, 

Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 

Resolution No. 2012-4 passed. 

Councilman Adamec asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-25 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-25 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

CITY OF BLUE ASH AND THE HAMILTON COUNTY BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS RELATIVE TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF 

KENWOOD ROAD FROM COOPER ROAD TO CATALPA CREEK 

DRIVE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-

25.  

Mr. Perry explained that Administration submitted a grant application for municipal road 

funds through Hamilton County.  Hamilton County has awarded Blue Ash $50,000 toward 

deteriorating curb repairs.  The project is north of Cooper Road, along Kenwood Road to 

Catalpa Creek.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Sumner, 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 

Ordinance No. 2012-25 passed. 

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Mr. Perry indicated that Ilmenau Way is continuing to progress nicely and is still on target for 

the delivery date on the project.  Sidewalks are being installed.  There is a portion along 

Reed Hartman Road that is completed to Osborne Boulevard from Creek.  Sidewalks will be 

completed along Ilmenau Way.  The overhead utilities will be relocated by early June.   

Mr. Perry also noted that the City has been contacted by ODOT in that they are resurfacing 

on the Plainfield Road overpass at Ronald Regan Highway.  The project will begin next week 

and will continue through the early part of July.  It will be maintained traffic and there will be 

some lane closures.   

Fire Chief Rick Brown commented that he went to Van Buren, Ohio to Braun Industries to do 

a final inspection on the City’s new medic unit and it should be delivered within two to three 

weeks.   

Councilwoman Stoller thanked the audience for a very interesting presentation on the airport.  

Councilman Sumner questioned Mr. Perry about the paver sidewalks between the municipal 

building and downtown and throughout downtown.  He feels there is a need to ensure that 

they are smooth and wondered if the City has a program to assess them? 

Mr. Perry responded that the Parks and Grounds crew and the Public Works crew look for 

unsecured pavers throughout the City during their regular maintenance and are addressed.  
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He encouraged others to bring them to his attention.  

Councilman Buckman advised that the trees growing near the pavers are the biggest 

problems.  

Mayor Weber commented regarding the Airport and indicated he receives no joy from its 

impending demise.  The Mayor has said many times that what makes Blue Ash different 

makes Blue Ash better.  The golf course, the Rec Center, Town Square, the Sports Center 

on Grooms Road, the Nature Park and now the Cooper Creek Event Center are what 

distinguishes Blue Ash from other suburban communities.  The Airport as currently 

configured and operated is really its own worst enemy for its continued existence.  What was 

heard tonight, the proposal of a lean efficient reconfigured business orientated airport, and 

what could be as a valuable asset for our City as traditional aviation becomes more 

expensive and inconvenient was informative.  Financial and administrative limitations may 

leave the airport beyond our grasp.  The City of Blue Ash has to recognize that there is 

nothing on the table with the City of Cincinnati and they hold the keys to the airport.  There is 

not much the City of Blue Ash can do about that other than wait for the City of Cincinnati to 

make a move.  However, to reject the Airport by prejudging all options before they are 

presented, much less analyzed, is not the style that has made Blue Ash one of the great, 

smaller municipalities in America.   

12. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, 

Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All 

members voted yes. The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:47 PM. 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Mark F. Weber, Mayor 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Karla Plank, Acting Clerk of Council 
 


